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Summertime is a great time to 
visit beautiful Topaz Lodge on Highway 
395 at Topaz Lake . Whether you're looking for 


relaxation in our peaceful surroundings or exciting 
Nevada-style casino entertainment .. .you 1 11 find it all at 
Topaz Lodge . The perfect getaway place! 









Fun for everybody; Bring the family! 


Highway 395 at Topaz Lake 


Family fun! 


Visit our lakeside picnic area... 
complete with children's playground, 
barbeque pits for outdoor cooking, 
five championship-style horseshoe 
pits and a dump station. 


Arrive in time 
for our famous 
Friday seafood buffet! 

For more information 
call your Topaz Lodge 
host , Craig Soper, 
at (702) 266-3339 
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ON THE COVER 


in this issue: 


Alleged kidnap/rape victim 
Irmgard Frank of Germany 
with interpreter prior to 
Independence court hearing. 
Accused assailant (bottom 
photo) Ray Rather is met 
by the media on a walk 

Photos: Benett Kessler Marilyn 'Fisher to court. 
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“LETTER 



FORUM 

Views from our readers. 



FIRE SEASON 

Lightening and "spontaneous combustion": 
a pictorial view of what fire season 
has so far dealt Inyo-Mono. 


A News Alternative 
Eastern Sierra News Service 


The Inyo and Mono News-Letter, 
formerly The Inyo County News-Letter, 
is a publication of 
Eastern Sierra News Service* Inc. , 
published at offices located 
at 536 North Edwards Street in 
Independence, California. 

Telephones: (714) 878-2381 and 878-2582 
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Inyo County staff: 
John Heston, editor 
Benett Kessler 
Marilyn Fisher 
Andrew Kirk 
Leah Kirk 

Mono County: 
Wally Charleston 
... Contributing photo 
and editorial staff: 
W. Paul Payne, Southern Inyo area 

Susan Sorrells, Death Valley area 


All correspondence, including 
readers' letters to the 
Forum Page, should be 
mailed, to PO Box 531 or 275 
Independence, Cal. 93526 
Eastern Sierra News Service is 
owned and-operated by John Heston 
v * and Benett Kessler. 
ESNS represents the following 
\ news organizations: 
ABC Channel 7 Eyewitness News 
' 'The Associated Press 
Radio KNYO AM 600 
Radio KMMT FM 106 
and other media outlets. 
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Andrew and Leah Kirk 



BENBROOK 

Clarence Benbrook takes a look at the 
lighter side of the news. 



NEWS BRIEFS 

Picking up the tab: Who pays for picking 
up search and rescue victims? / Boredom 
Tours: state-of-the-art ennui. 



DESERT HORROR 

The story behind the murder of two German 
tourists and the kidnap/rape of a third. 
Exclusive photo spread, pp. 12-13. 



BRAVE NEW STAND? 

Or another cowardly sell out? Inyo's 
stand on water issues changes almost 
daily. 



VIEW FROM 
THE RIGHT 

Thoughts from columnist Paul 


Payne. 



NOTES FROM BK 

Bureaucrats and bureaucratese cause 
BK's blood to boil/ Lights out for two 
Lone Pine softball teams. 
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Ay/ The News-Letter welcomes readers' letters and comments relevant to pub- 

E /j lie issues. Letters should be brief and concisely stated. The editors 

remind readers that publication of a letter does not necessarily imply 
either the editor's agreement with its content, or its accuracy. Address 
letters to PO Box 531, Independence, California 93526. 

John Heston, editor 



WATER REFORM INITIATIVE: INYO- 
MONO ARE LEFT OUT BUT A READER 
IS CURIOUS... 

Editor: 

I noted with interest your editorial on 
the need for cooperation in the water war be¬ 
tween Inyo and Mono. Sounds like a theme I've 
heard before! Now that Proposition 9 has 
failed I understand the next big push state¬ 
wide, which the Mono Lake people are backing, 
is the Water Resources Conservation and Ef¬ 
ficiency Reform Initiative. What's your 
position on that? If the Mono Supervisors 
aren't in a mood to cooperate with Inyo, why 
not work directly with the Mono Lake Committee, 
which seems to be so well mobilized? They are 
certainly stirring the pot in Sacramento and 
in Washington, and as we've long said, you've 
got to mobilize public support beyond Los 
Angeles if you're going to get the relief 
you seek. 

John L. Krizek 
Woodland Hills 

(Editor's note: The voters of Inyo and 
Mono Counties joined the state in de¬ 
feating Prop. 9 with voters over 70% 


against the measure. There were mixed 
sentiments on the Peripheral Canal is¬ 
sue with many people simply voting 
against what they perceived to be yet 
another grab elsewhere in the state. 

Some said they had considered vo 
another water grab elsewhere in the 
state. Some said they had considered 
voting for the measure... not because 
they actually favored the canal in 
concept, but because they reasoned 
that if Southern California could 
draw its water from other areas that 
Inyo and Mono might be spared some of 
the damage. That logic had the po¬ 
tential of sacrificing one area of 
the state for the questionable bene¬ 
fit of another. But it does not ad¬ 
dress the real source of the problem:: 

The ever-growing, ever-thirsty metro- 
politian areas which see fit to drain 
places like Inyo-Mono. It would 
simply replace one victim with another 
or, worse, create two victims. 

The attention now turns to the 
Water Conservation and Efficiency 
Act, which will appear on the November 
ballot. Perhaps there has not been 
much local attention to that measure 

continued on page 8 
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YOUR ONLY LOCALLY- 
OWNED OFFICE IN 
SOUTHERN INYO... . 
SERVING SOUTHERN INYO 


Investment property: 4 units in 
Lone Pine, clean and neat, good 
cash flow and financing. 

Good business opportunities in 
Lone Pine. Well established trade, 
good income. Call for details. 

Waiting for development: 40 acre 
parcel in Tecopa ideal for hot 
springs resort. Hot water is 
available, owner will allow test 
drilling. 

Beautiful Alabama Hills properties, 
homes and acreage. See us today! 


DOROTHY BONNEFIN, owner - broker 

Bob Fisher, Lynne Kaunert, 
associates 

We’re Here For You. 


310 so. main street, suite 108 lone pine, California 93545 876-4121 


Onluoc. 

iTZl 


VISIT OUR NEW 

SHOWROOM 

But remember, we still do 

CUSTOM UPHOLSTERY 



(JenDon furniture dV 
'Hfikolslerij Company 

175 E. Pine Bishop 



INSTALL ECONOMICAL, 
ENERGY-EFFICIENT 
COOLING FROM 

HEET METAL 


Complete 
service, repair 



POOR- 


SWAMP COOLERS - REFRIGERATED AIR 

AIR CONDITIONING 
HEATING 


872-7111 

SORDON SPOOR 
186 WILLOW 8T. 

BISHOP 


•TATI Lie. NO. ae 
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Thunder and lightening have rumbled and crackled this summer, creating 
spectacular light shows but also causing many lightening fires . Spontaneous 
combustion has been blamed for other fires like the one below . 



r* tt ^ m C* 
r ij. o -- 

BY 

DUANE 

COLE 


Litter is 
becoming 
another cul¬ 
prit, with 
broken 
glass 
focusing 
sunlight on 
dry brush 
or trash . 

The result: 
Fire . 


The biggest this season was near Division 
Creek north of Independence where more than 
600 acres went up in flames . The wet winter 
created vegetation which can ferment as it 
builds up heat . When summer temperatures 
are high enough, the brush can ignite . 
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UNIFORM 
BLiLDING CODE 


An indispensable tool for 
the contractor, builder or 
do-it -y our seIf e r . 


A Progressive 
Approach 
To Banking 


NOW IN STOCK AT THE SPELLBINDER 



175 ACADEMY ST. 
BISHOP 873-4511 




Get carpets and upholstery cleon! 


"STEAM GENIE SYSTEM 

|jthorough extraction of 
5dirt and grime. 

A powerful vacuum 
"removes the dirt and solution 
to the truck outside. Only the 
cleaning wand and vacuum 
„ hose enters your home. 




J oO-, Sewing 
cTJpC Bishop, 

Ayf/nrynm -/-To 


Mammoth, 

Southern 

Cor 


Inyo 






7 DA VS - 24 HOURS 

873-7032 


A Personal 
Approach 
To People 


At Bank of Mammoth, 

we take a young, progressive 
approach that allows room for 
new ideas and innovation. We 
believe in the future of our 
community. And, we’re 
working every day to make the 
future brighter. 

We take • a personal 
approach to people. Our staff 
is always ready to serve you. 
Whether it’s complex financial 
advice — or just help 
unscrambling your check 


book, you can count on us ? 

A progressive approach to 
banking and a personal 
approach to people — a 
winning combination you can 
count on six days a week at 
Bank of Mammoth. 

Stop by our new location 
in Bishop (corner of Main and 
Line Streets) and meet our 
staff. While you’re here, ask 
about our new 91 day 
Certificate of Deposit — you’ll 
be glad you did! 


“We want to be a part of your life ” 



106 South Main Sty Bishop, CA/(714) 872-1161 
Old Mammoth Malt/Mammoth Lakes, CA/(714) 934-7555 

Hours 

Monday thru Friday 9 tfl 5 

Saturday 9 til 1 
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,a<. GOLDEN 
^ TKOUT 
Wilderness 


EASTERN 
~ SIERRA 

reservations _ m » 

—— FLYING 
SERVICE 

John or Janeen Langenheim 
FO Box 993 
Lone Pine, CA 93545 
(714) 876-4674 


1674 NORTH SIERRA HWY 
BISHOP CALIFORNIA 93514 


873-7164 


SUMMER VALUES! 


See us for your 
livestock needs 


KELLEY FEED 
FARNAM & 
ABSORBINE 

Animal care products 


BISHOP 

FEED AND SUPPLY 
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READING THE HEADLINES IS ENOUGH TO MAKE ONE 
CRY THESE DAYS. BUT NOT CLARENCE BENBROOK... 
WITH TONGUE PLANTED ,EIRMLY IN CHEEK, HE 
QUIPS HIS WAY THROUGH CURRENT EVENTS. 



by 

Clarence 
Benbreak 


We have checks and balances in our form 
of government. The more checks they write, 
the more off balance we get. 

******** 

Our government is controlled by supply 
and demand. Everybody is demanding and no¬ 
body is supplying. 

******** 

Iran and Iraq allow no reporters in 
their war zones. The last think they want 
is a lie detector. 


A 26-year-old woman gets $62,500 for 
her 113 lb. prize sheep at a livestock 
auction. From now on she's going to live 
off the fat of the lamb. 

******** 

DWP wants Inyo County to drop two law¬ 
suits and go into business with them on 
hydro development in exchange for four 
acres of land. Judas betrayed Christ for 
only 30 pieces of silver. 

******** 


******** 

Life expectancy in the U.S. is at an 
all time high. This causes the Social 
Security Administration to go into deep 
shock and deep hock. 

******** 


Soap operas making lots of money. The 
wages of sin are excellent. 

******** 

If all the leaks in Washington were 
stopped, the Potomic River would dry up. 
******** 


Illegitimate births in the U.S. are 
up 332% in 30 years. An epidemic of unwed 
fathers. 

******** 

Soviets surpassed U.S. in arms ex¬ 
port race. We lost by a war head. 

******** 

Reagan planning on vetoing spending 
and support bills. Tip C'Neill will call 
him an abominable no man. 

******** 

Soviets expect to send 1000 people 
to the Olympics in Los Angeles. Two thirds 
of them will be athletes. The other third 
will be spies. 

******** 

The average age of the world's greatest 
civilizations is 200 years. No wonder the 
economy is in intensive care. 

******** 

Brezhnev calls for nuclear freeze. With 
his freezer full and ours empty. 

******** 


A federal civil defense plan envisions 
moving 19 million California city dwellers 
to the country in case of nuclear war. What 
if they all came to the Owens Valley? What 
if only two million came? 

******** 

Ranchers and farmers who settled the 
west would rather have parted with theii 
wives than their water. The water is gone. 
Lock up your wife because the DWP is still 
around. 

******** 

The only good thing about paying taxes 
is being able to afford them. 

******** 

Nuclear war is the most important issue 
in the world. Unless you are unemployed and 
starving. 



Dept, of Water and Tower goes from one 
ex-stream to another. 

******** 

You, can always tell a compact car. 
They're the only car that can hit a jack 
rabbit head on and get totalled. 

****,**** 


Ex-Senator Williams, on resigning from 
the Senate because of Abscam, stated that he 
didn't want the Senate to bring dishonor to 
itself by expelling him. If Senator Williams 
had his honor removed, it would be a very 
minor operation. 

******** 

$22 million spent yearly on ex-presi¬ 
dents. Old presidents never die. They just 
keep on spending taxpayer's money. 

******** 


PROPANE 

SERVICES 


LONE PINE GAS CO., INC. 

OnLf 0<on+d Q<U GamfLGtUf," 


P.O. BOXG 1000 N. MAIN ST. 
PHONE: 876-5921 

-LONE PINE- 
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GUIDED BORES: TRAVELS THROUGH THE 
WORST OF INYO AND MONO 

Let's face it. In the Eastern Sierra, the 
name of the game is tourism. Splashy four- 
color brochures extoll the beauties of local 
scenic wonders and all the great "Things To Do" 
in our little corner of paradise. 

Now a new concept has emerged at the hands 
of local writer and photographer Valerie Naso. 
She calls her enterprise "Boredom Tours" and 
with tongue planted firmly in cheek, offers to 
squire customers through the low points of the 
Eastern Sierra. The company motto: "Where the 
Best is Passed." 

The true spirit of Boredom Tours is best 
shown by quoting from their brochure: 

BISHOP NIGHT LIFE -- Viewed from the back 
of a pickup truck with chairs in the back, or 
from a Cadillac convertible. Appropriate re¬ 
freshments provided. Approximately two hours 
of utter boredom. Monday through Thursday 
suggested, weekends optional. $50 per person. 

LAWS RAILROAD MUSEUM --Tour this historic 
location when it's closed. Hang over the fence 
and see all the interesting things you could 
view in the daytime. Refreshments will be 
provided in the empty lot by the Drover's 
Hotel. Evenings only. A drive to Chalfant 
Valley is optional. One to three hours at 
$50 to $75 per person. 

NIGHT LIFE IN BIG PINE -- A visit to the 
nameless bar with TWO pool tables. Dray Main 
once. Home by 10 p.m. $28.82. 

UP THE CREEK (no paddles necessary)--En¬ 
joy a scenic drive with the top down and a 
view of Pine Creek all the way. A U-turn will 
be featured at Union Carbide, world's largest 
tungsten mine. Lunch will be served on the 
trunk at a wide spot in the road. Hardy souls 
may gather their own watercress from a fresh 
water spring. Two hours, more or less. $45 
per person. 

CURDS AND WHEY DAY -- Discover Bishop's 
Buttermilk Country. A half literate guide will 
show you where to find crystals, pluck flowers 
and turn over rocks to look for worms. Western 
tailgate lunch will be served somewhere before 
starvation. Tour leaves Bishop at 11 a.m. 

$50 per person. 

CAVIAR TOUR --A fast ride through West 
Bishop for a view of elegant homes while 
munching on caviar and crackers. 30 minutes. 
$7.50 per person. 

TAKE YOUR BODY TO BODIE --and put your 
mind in the hands of Boredom Tours. An 
afternoon in the West's foremost ghost town 
with a clear view down the impassible road 
to Aurora, Nevada. A certain amount of oral 
history and a certain amount of food are 
included. 

We understand that Naso offers many of 
these tours in her classic 1954 Cadillac con¬ 
vertible just to get customers in the proper 
frame of mind. While it is not known how 
briskly these tours are selling this summer. 
Boredom Tours' varied offerings are listed 
on the computer terminals of at least two 
travel agencies. 

No word yet on what local chambers of 
commerce think of the tours. 


THE HIGH COST OF 
FLYING TO THE RESCUE 

During the summer months the magestic 
Sierra stand as a. mecca to which faithful 
backpackers and mountain climbers make reg¬ 
ular pilgrimages. But tor some, who climb 
too high, stay out too long or sink their 
ice axes into more than they can handle, an 
adventuresome vacation can turn into a night¬ 
mare. 

For Inyo-Mono residents, the sight or 
sound of a helicopter hovering over a rocky 
escarpment as part of a search and rescue op¬ 
eration is an all too familiar one. When the 
target area is a remote one the precious mom¬ 
ents saved by the use of a helicopter can often 
mean the difference between life and death for 
the accident victim. 

But helicopters and their crews cost 
money—lots of it. When choppers from military 
bases come in to assist the tab is reportedly 

Continued on page 14 


FORUM continued from page 2 

but it is not without reason. The 
initiative completely ignores the 
Owens Valley in its list of 11 "crit¬ 
ical overdraft areas." 

While the concept of the ini¬ 
tiative—to require water conservation 
measures and to restrict groundwater 
extraction--is one supported by many 
in Inyo-Mono, some are offended that 
Eastern Sierra water issues were 
passed over. Sources within the 
organization promoting that initiative, 
The Water Protection Council of Sac¬ 
ramento, tell us it was a simple case 
of political cold feet. Had Owens 
Valley or Mono Lake been included for 
protection under the measure, organ¬ 
izers believed it would have brought 
about massive pressure from the Los 
Angeles Dept, of Water and Power 
and their lobbyists to defeat it. 

Rather than open the door to attack, 
the initiative organizers simply 
avoided the touchy issue and Inyo- 
Mono was left out. 

Offended or not, the Mono Lake 
Committee, as you point out, has gone 
on record as endorsing the initiative 
because of its affect on statewide 
water problems. The reasoning there, 
of course, is that for every drop of the 
precious commodity saved, it is one 
fewer that will be demanded by 
thirsty powers like DWP. Maybe so. 

Water conservation is admirable and 
very necessary. But until legislation 
like this initiative can face up to 
the realities of political pressure 
and tackle the real root of the prob¬ 
lem, any relief for Inyo-Mono will 
take the form of the proverbial drop 
in the bucket.) 

a 
















SEE EXCLUSIVE PHOTO SPREAD, PAGES 12-13 


his plane. Instead, Rip decided to rent a car 
and drive to Tonopah. 

Outside Beatty, Nev. Kip saw something 
that eventually led him to a hero's role, ue 
noticed a woman in the car ahead of him on the 
highway. She was frantically waving at him out 
the back window and seeming to form the woid.^ 
"help me" with her lips. 

Fascinated, Rip continued to watch. Then 
he saw someone yank the woman down out of sight. 
Realizing that the woman was in trouble, he says 

continued next page 


Arrested within hours of the alleged 
murder and rape, suspects Ray Rather 
(above) and Bobby Marshall (right) 
will now stand trial in Inyo courts . 
Rather's case will carry a possible 

death penalty . Photos: Marilyn Fisher 


A VACATION 

NIGHTMARE 


by Benett Kessler 

When summer descends on Death Valley, it 
spares no fury. This year it brought sizzling 
temperatures of 130 degrees and, true to the 
location, it also brought death as a grisly 
tale of torture, execution and rape unfolded. 
The murder of two German tourists and the rape 
of another soon grabbed the attention of not 
only local and Nevada media, but also that of 
international publications. 

And the background of tnis tragic case is 
indeed international in scope. The drama came 
to light when a Yugoslavian civil engineer-- 
who fittingly works for a German company in 
Toronto, Canada--missed a plane to Tonopah for 
a business trip. Fedor Rip, 36, triea to boaru 
a plane at Las Vegas but customs agents there 
became suspicious of his passport, which snow¬ 
ed a number of trips in and out of this country 
He was finally cleared, but too late to eaten 
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continued from page 9 

he wrestled with the idea of forcing the car 
off the road, but finally decided it would be 
wiser to pass it as if he had seen nothing. 

But Fedor Rip had seen enough. He drove 
straight to the sheriff's office in Tonopah 
where he gave a description of the car—he hau 
not been able to note the license number— and 
told deputies what he had seen. The engineer 
then rented a motel room and went to dinner 
with some of his business colleagues. 

When he returned to his room tnat night, 

Rip had a message from the Tonopah Sheriff's 
Office: They had captured two men and res¬ 

cued the frantic woman he had seen, 28-year-old 
Irmgard Frank. Rip said he was startled to 
find out much later that a double murder and a 
rape had been involved in that case. 

After receiving the information from Rip, 
Tonopah deputies had begun an immediate lookout 
for the vehicle he described. Sgt. Mark Zane 
and Deputy Eddie Newman found that car at the 
Burger Master fast food restaurant in Tonopah. 

Tonopah Lt. Norm Woodworth said his men 
carefully approached the car. While one of¬ 
ficers apprehended the driver, 41-year-old Ray 
Rather, the other deputy walked up behind the 
car. Woodworth said the officer saw a woman 
staring at him and when he opened the back door, 
she quickly bolted from the back seat to safety. 
After a slight struggle, Woodworth said the of¬ 
ficer pulled Bobby Marshall, 17, out of the 
back seat. 

While Ms. Frank's journey of horror ended 
at that Tonopah hamburger stand, the tale was 
only beginning to unfold for law enforcement 


officers. Ms. Frank, a German social worker, 
speaks little English and was unable to im¬ 
mediately tell her story. But a Tonopah dep¬ 
uty's wife, Renatta Dutcher, is a native of 
Germany and was able to translate for the 
officers. 

The story Ms. Frank told was the stuff of 
which nightmares are made. She told the of¬ 
ficers that she and the middle-aged German 
couple, Walter and Use Thiele, had left their 
homes in Schierstein, near Wiesbaden, Germany 
in May for a five-week holiday in America. 
Ironically, Ms. Frank had met the Thieles not 
in their native Germany, but while touring the 
U.S. three years ago. But on their 1982 trip 
they rented a car in San Francisco for a tour 
of the west that ended early, and tragically, 
in Death Valley. 

She told the officers that she and the 
Thieles had stopped at the Hell's Gate View¬ 
point, about six miles west of Beatty, in 
Inyo County. The suspects had allegedly de¬ 
manded jewelry and money from the tourists at 
gunpoint. The Thieles and Ms. Frank handed 
over several hundred dollars of their vacation 
money but then the gun "went off," shooting 
Mrs. Thiele in the hand and inflicting a sev¬ 
ere wound. Rather and Marshall are then al¬ 
leged to have driven the three tourists into 
a remote desert area where they are said to 
have bound their victims with duct tape, then 
tortured and shot the Thieles. 

With a knife, the two allegedly cut away 
Ms. Frank's clothing and raped her on the hood 
of the rented Oldsmobile the tourists had 
driven into Death Valley. Ms. Frank, too, 
seemed destined to die since she had been the 
only eye witness to an alleged double murder. 
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But her captors elected to keep her alive a 
while longer. It was that margin of a few 

hours' time that may have saved her life. 

When Tonopah deputies found the Thieles, 
they were already dead. Pathologist Rene 
Maugdlin performed the autopsies and declared, 
not surprisingly, that the couple had died 
of gunshot wounds. Inyo Coroner Ted Sullivan 
then contacted the German consulate in Los 
Angeles to find the next of kin. The bodies 
were eventually taken to Los Angeles and put 
aboard a flight to Wiesbaden where the Thieles' 
daughter waited to receive the grim cargo. 

The suspects themselves were interviewed 
first by Tonopah deputies and then, since the 
crimes had occured in Inyo, by local detectives 
Lt. Monte Yancey and Lt. Dan Kassemous. They 
brought the suspects back to Inyo County, 
where they remain in jail, held without bail. 

The lengthy and costly judicial proceed¬ 
ings are already well underway. Judge Don 
Chapman certified Marshall, technically a 
juvenile, to stand trial as an adult because 
of the gravity of the crimes. Both Rather 
and Marshall asked for and received prelimi¬ 
nary hearings closed to the public and the 
press. 

In those hearings, Ms. Frank was asked 
to twice retell on the witness stand her tale 
of horror with the help of an English-German 
interpreter. Informed sources say she told 
of sadistic and brutal acts allegedly committed 
by Rather and Marshall. 

Both suspects have pleaded not guilty to 
all charges against them—including two counts 
of murder with special circumstances, robbery, 
rape, kidnapping and auto theft. The special 
circumstances on the murder charges mean a 


possible death penalty for Rather, but the 
juvenile, by law, cannot be executed. 

The whole ordeal promises to be a lengthy 
one. Jury selection for a two-month trial for 
Rather is expected to begin in January. 

As for Fedor Rip, the engineer turned 
hero, he and Ms. Frank were introduced for the 
first time at Rather's preliminary hearing. 
"Thank you," she told the witness, "Thank you 
for saving my life." ,~ 

SEE ADDITIONAL PHOTOS NEXT PAGE 
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4 jumbled mass of clothing 
lay scattered about the 
van, above and inset, in 
which defendants Ray 
Rather and Bobby Marshall 
had been driving . Much 
of the clothing was 
children 1 s, said to 
belong to Rather’s 
two youngsters . 


Marilyn Fisher 


John Heston 
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At right, the 
men who came to 
the rescue: 
Tonopah deputy 
Eddie Newman, 
witness Fedor 
Rip, and law¬ 
men Sgt . Mark 
Zane and 
Lt . Norm 
Woodworthi 
Rip spotted 
the victim 
in trouble ; 

Zane and 
Newman 
made the 
arrest . 
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A VACATION 
NIGHTMARE 

OR THREE GERMAN TOURISTS, A VISIT T'0 CALIFORNIA 
NJvED IN TRAGEDY AT DEATH VALLEY AND NOW INYO 
OyNTY FACES YET ANOTHER LONG AND COSTLY TRIAL 


rticle begins on page 9 

HMHHi 


e killings attracted the attention 
(Qthe foreign press as well. The 
rman newspaper Bildzietung sent 
porter Erskine McCullough and 
otographer Laurence Cottrell to 
ver the story. McCullough ended 
testifying before the prelim - 
ary hearing but was ejected along 
th local reporters when Judge Pat 
nfield ruled coverage of the 
aring might impede selection of 
impartial jury. 


lowing their hometown pride even 
i a vacation to the United States, 
le German tourists displayed a 
Jiesbaden-Wunderbar " sticker in 
le back window of the car they 
>nted in San Francisco for a tour 
the West Coast. Their vacation 
ime to an abrupt end with the 

tragic double murder of Mr. and 
4rs. Walter Thiele and the rape of 
:heir companion, Irmgard Frank. 


Hero Fedor Rip with 
victim Irmgard Frank. 
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NEWS BRIEFS continued from page 8 


picked up by the military. Of course, the 
taxpayers actually end up footing the bill. 

But when the Forest Service or private 
helicopters fly to the rescue, the victims 
or their families must pay. What's a one-way 
trip from the mountains to the hospital cost 
these days? Well, it varies depending upon 
flight time (billed at $323 per hour) and 
mileage for refueling trucks. But Forest 
Service foreman Harold Brown, who runs the 
Independence Helitack base, says a ballpark 
figure for a fairly simple rescue might run 
$400 to $450. When the Forest Service or an 
independent contractor (Mono County sometimes 
uses a helicopter from one of the private 
heliski outfits in the area) participates in 
the rescue, they bill the county. Then it's 
up to Inyo or Mono to bill the home county 
of the rescued person. That county, in turn, 
may try to recover the costs from the victim 
or the family. 

Do these people pay up? It's hard to 
say. Inyo Sheriff's Inspector Bob Vaulet 
says bills for rescue work come through his 
office but he says he's yet to see one for this 
season. "I don't know if they bill on the 
quarter, half or fiscal year. I haven't seen 
any billing sheets come through but if they 
bill us I'll know it." 

Evidently the collection rate isn't 
outstanding. Says Vaulet: "The only one 
I can remember where we got paid what we 
asked was three or four years ago for a fatal¬ 
ity near Lone Pine. The search lasted a week. 
But we ended up losing the helicopter time 


other bad injuries and it turns out to be 
nothing more than a sprained ankle. I’d say 
out of every ten search and rescue helicopter 
flights, about four of them could have walked 
out or been taken out by horseback. When we go 
in after someone and the victim beats me back 
to the helicopter, it makes me mad. I'm a 
taxpayer too, and I'm concerned. 

"We don't always think about the costs. 

If it's a matter of life and death we'll go and 
get the job done and worry about the costs 
later. The gratifying part is getting someone 
who's seriously injured to a hospital and 
proper care. There are times we feel helpless, 
like with that climber on Whitney (a Connecti¬ 
cut man who died after a fall there last 
month). I wish we could have just reached out 
and grabbed him but there was nothing we could 
do. I guess that just comes with the terri¬ 
tory. " 

In the case of that particular rescue, hel¬ 
icopters from China Lake Naval Weapons Center 
were called in because they can do things the 
Forest Service choppers cannot. As Brown point 
out, the Forest Service helicopters are based 
here to supress forest fires—rescue work is 
only secondary. For instance, the China Lake 
military aircraft carry a "sky genie" which is 
capable of lowering rescue personnel into a 
tight area while the helicopter hovers above, 
they can fly at night and they can land in 
rougher.' terrain. But on the other side of 
the coin, the local forest service choppers, 
because they are based so much nearer, can 
often be on the scene in a matter of minutes. 

And when it comes to search and rescue 
work, minutes often make the difference. 


because the folks reneged on their promise to 
pay." 

In Inyo County the Sheriff's Office 
typically requires the rescued person or 
someone in the party to sign a form prom¬ 
ising to pay for the helicopter service. 

While that policy might seem hard-hearted, 
it's not without reason. 

Forest Service officials say that many 
people, once out of a panic situation and 
safely back to civilization, try to get out of 
repaying the rescue costs. And in fact, many 
so-called "rescues" are not quite as serious 
as they are originally reported. Says Brown: 
"We get many reports of multiple fractures or 


Gifts & Souveni 
T-Shirts 


? /^RTS 



A COMPLETE 
DRUG STORE 


ON MINARET ROAD 
AT CANYON BOULEVARD 
MAMMOTH LAKES 

PHONE (714) 934-2711 
24 HOUR EMERGENCY 934 6271 

Whitman s Chocolates 
American Greeting Cards 


DO YOU KNOW THE WAY TO 

BISHOP AIRPORT? THE FAA DOESN'T 


The wheels of government turn slowly and 
not, it seems, without some confusion. 

Inyo County recently put in a bid for a 
Federal Aviation Flight Center at Bishop Airport. 
The FAA will build that center somewhere in a 
five-county area of which Inyo and Mono are a 
part. The project stands as a plum to whichever 
county gets the bid since it would bring with it 
50 to 80 new jobs. 

Well, early on Mono County decided to drop 
out of the running because officials there saw 
the project as too costly. Inyo, however, while 
it too said it could not afford to construct a 
building like the FAA wants, instead off.ered to 
lease them the land for a nominal sum and let 
them build their own facility. Inyo Public Works 
Director Harold Callahan called it "a shot in 
the dark" but figured it was worth a try. 

But now he's trying to find out wh'ere Inyo 
stands in that race. And when dealing with 
bureaucracies bigger than the county's, that's 
not an easy task. Callahan says he tried to 
get in touch with the contract officer but was 
told she is away on "extended leave" and no one 
else in the FAA office had any idea when a de¬ 
cision might be due on who gets the flight 
center. 

"It's a screwed up mess down there," 
said Callahan. "When I told them I was from 
Inyo County they asked if that was near Paso 
Robles." 

Sounds like the FAA needs its own flight 

plan. 
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Collectables, 

Antiques, 
Old & New Lamps 

307 S Main, Bishop Calif 
Around the corner on Lagoon , 

> 873 - 7321 J 


BBQ SPECIAL! 

GET A HONEY OF A DEAL ON 

Coleman gas grills 


SEE THE FOLKS AT CAL GAS TO CONVERT YOUR CAR 
OR TRUCK TO CLEAN-BURNING PROPANE. WITH A FLIP 
iOF A SWITCH YOU CAN RUN ON GASOLINE OR PROPANE 


(crlgrs)caL GAS - BISHOP, Inc 


• N. MAIN STREET 

• LONE PINE- 


- 876-4420 


MAMMOTH-934-6333 

Ready to serve your propane needs. 


0 MAMMOTH LAKES 
BUILDING MATERIALS CO. 

COMPLETE UNE OF ROOFING SUPPLIES 


FIREPLACES, WOODBURNERS 

A ACCESSORIES 


• FISCHER 

• EARTH STOVES 

• PREVIEWS 
•NORDICS 
...and MORE! 

... also Built-ins 4,' 

IT Majestic, Prt-Way Marta 


COME SEE US TODAY! 

Specializing in Glut Urns, 


OPEN MON. - EM. S-S 
Located Across from Mammoth High School 


Where Oldies 

are Goodies 


Le g al services 


JAMES MAX 
STEWART 

Attorney ot Low 


Mono and Inyo 
Counties 


(714) 934-3419 


P.O. Box 1098 

Mammoth Lakes Calif. 93546 
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Royal Insurance 

CAR PLUS ... the new car option 

„. you can't afford to be without. 


Have you considered what it would cost to replace your car today if it were stolen 
or damaged beyond repair? Due to inflation, car prices have skyrocketed over the past 
few years, so that yesterday's car costs far more today. If your car is stolen or totally 
destroyed, trying to purchase a newer one with the payment you'll receive from your 
present comprehensive or collision coverage will only add to your woes. 

To give you adequate protection against the effects of inflation. Royal Insurance 
has introduced CAR PLUS. CAR PLUS is an innovative "Replacement Cost" endorsement 
for automobiles that are five years old or newer. To our knowledge, this type of inflation 
protection is not offered by any other insurance company in the United States. Here's how 
it works: 

For Your Car — CAR PLUS pays the additional amount (to a maximum of $2,500) above 
your collision or comprehensive coverage towards buying a newer car up to two 
years past your present model. 

For example: If you own a 1979 Chevy Malibu which is stolen or destroyed in 
1981, with comprehensive or collision coverage, you would receive the actual cash 
value (the depreciated value) of your car. With CAR PLUS, you would receive the 
difference between that amount and the cost of buying a 1981 Chevy Malibu, up 
to a maximum of $2,500. 

For You and Your Spouse — Should either of you become accident victims while occupy¬ 
ing a motor vehicle or be struck by an automobile as a pedestrian, CAR PLUS pro¬ 
vides Death and Disability Benefits — up to $10,000 for each of you. A schedule 
of specific disability benefits for dismemberment, loss of sight, and for fractures 
and/or dislocations is applicable. 

The cost. . . you'll be pleasantly surprised. 

Just take 30 per cent of the comprehensive and collision portion of your premium 
. . . and that's the total cost for the CAR PLUS endorsement. (Minimum premium is $25 
per car for a six-month term.) If CAR PLUS is added to more than one car, a $2.50 credit 
will be applied towards the premium of each additional car. 

For just a few dollars, you can have up to $2,500 of additional protection. 

Don't delay ... 

Contact your Royal Independent Insurance Agent today for all the details on 
CAR PLUS. 

DILL BOWLES INSURANCE 

206 N. MAIN BISHOP 870-5871 
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BRINE NEW STAND ? 

WHAT STARTED OUT AS A FORCEFUL NEW STRATEGY OF THE INYO SUPERVISORS 


TO REJECT MORE WATER TALKS WITH L.A 
WHEN DWP OFFERED TO PAY FOR PART OF 


Like a spring ritual, every year the Los 
Angeles Dept, of Water and Power tries to lead 
Inyo County into an "agreement.” And every 
year, the Inyo Supervisors almost fall for it. 

But this time, a powerful voice spoke 
out with sharp criticsm of DWP's proposed 
agreement, and that proposal withered like 
Owens Valley plants subjected to groundwater 
pumping. For many months, former County 
Administrator John K. Smith set politics 
aside and enjoyed his retirement. But when 
DWP tried to lure Inyo into yet another 
agreement, his silence ended. 

While administrator at the courthouse. 
Smith weilded power over government matters. 
But when he spoke up as a private citizen. 
Smith's voice was even more potent. He 
arranged to present a commentary on Bishop's 
Channel 12 television news. Without a pre¬ 
pared script, Smith looked into the camera 
and told Inyo's officials to forget about 


. BECAME SOMEWHAT LESS SPINELESS 
A STATE-FEDERAL WATER STUDY 


that agreement. With authority, he lambasted 
the proposal's land exchange, hydro-power 
deal, and lawsuit settlements. 

In a closed session, the supervisors 
talked over what they wanted to do about the 
agreement. They decided to let it drop. 
Courthouse observers say that Mr. Smith’s 
words alone very probably altered the course 
of events. 

The supervisors appeared to be taking a 
brave new stand on DWP issues. They sent a 
stinging letter to DWP refusing to negotiate 
on water issues and insisting on immediate 
action on the groundwater ordinance lawsuit. 

But then in something of a flip-flop 
from past stands, it was the Water Commis¬ 
sioners who said they wanted DWP to pay for 
part of an Owens Valley groundwater study. 

Of course, DWP wanted something in return: 

A three-year delay of the groundwater ordin- 

continued on page 21 


WHEN JOHN K. TALKS, PEOPLE LISTEN... Some feel Inyo's former CAO 
John K. Smith defeated the latest agreement with DWP when he spoke 
out against it. Now Smith lambasts DWP's attempts to buy into 
local water studies, and Inyo's apparent willingness to fall for it. 
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NOW...The first 
local on-site 
optics lab! 



OWENS VALLEY OPTICAL HAS ALWAYS 
PRIDED ITSELF ON EXCELLENT 
SERVICE AND A VAST SELECTION OF 
THE LATEST EYEWEAR FASHIONS... 
BUT NOW AN IN-HOUSE OPTICS LAB 
MEANS EVEN FASTER SERVICE ON 
MOST ORDERS. 

FOR TOP QUALITY CONTACT LENSES, 
EYE GLASSES AND SUNGLASSES, SEE 
JACK. HE HAS OVER 1000 FRAMES 
TO CHOOSE FROM. 


u OPTICAL 

(LA MONTANA PIAZA BEHIND SAFEWAY) 

157 SHORT ST. BISHOP 873'7740 
' “Large enough to serve you 
...small enough to care” 























* * 


cView from the 


W 




IT'S SAID THE ONLY SURE THINGS IN THIS LIFE ARE DEATH 
AND TAXES...ADD ANOTHER WITH PAUL PAYNE'S UNENDING 
HATRED OF THE FEDERAL RESERVE SYSTEM AND HIGH INTEREST. 


J 



Paul 
Pa yne 


A qucte from Martin Luther's Table Talk, 
published in the early 1500's may help to ex¬ 
plain many of the problems we Americans are 
facing today: "The Heathen, out of natural 
reason and understanding, were able to render 
an account that an Usurer is a three-fold 
thief and murderer." 

The usury charged today on the national 
debt is both thievery and murder. It steals as 
a surtax on the tax we pay for running the 
government, this for the benefit of the lenders. 

It murders as the ccst of doing business becomes 
unbearable and the business dies. The availa¬ 
bility of money for business, at reasonable 
rates of interest, is its very life blood. 

Politicians have become so beholden to 
the money lenders that in most states the 
usury laws have either been repealed or mod¬ 
ified so as to render them useless. 

A man needs to finance a portion of 
his home. With 20 to 30 percent interest 
rates, he must pay three or four times its 
original cost. Is that not being held in 
slavery to the money lender? 

Interest rates in the United States 
have been traditionally much lower than those 
permitted in other countries. As a result 
we have been the envy of the world because ut 
our high standard of living, business pros¬ 
perity and human progress. Since the advent 
of usurious interest rates, we are falling 
in all phases. We are no longer the "bright 
star" to which the whole world looked ana admired. 

Under pressure of the national and inter¬ 
national bankers, Congress passed the Federal 


Reserve Act. This act removed control of our 
money from "We the people" (Congress) and placed 
it in the hands of the bankers. This was a 
direct violation of Article I, Section 8, 
Paragraph 4 of the Constitution. Our founding 
fathers well knew the problems ol the old 
world and its money lenders and realized that 
if this new nation was to remain free and 
prosperous, the people must retain control ol 
their money. How wise they were. 

Money lenders have row secured a 
stranglehold on our economic system through 
usurious interest charges to where our taxes 
have become both burdensome and non-productive, 
•yes, even confiscatory. Business is having 
great difficulty in functioning, unemployment 
and crime hold the headlines, many are losing 
their homes and our whole economic system 
is grindings to a halt. 

Marcus Cate, a Roman statesman and the 
usurer's enemy, about 140 B.C., said: "Little 
thieves lie stocked and ironed in prisons but 
great thieves ride prancing silk and chains 
of gold." 

A return to Constitutional government is 
a must if we are ever able to solve our econ¬ 
omic problems. 

THINK ABOUT IT! 
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COOL OFF! 


DISCOUNT TIRE STORE 



PASSENGER TRUCK FUN t MUD 

NEW - USED - RECAPPED 

-RADIAL TIRE HEADQUARTERS- 


ASK ABOUT DELTA'S "ROAD HAZARD 

• COMPUTERIZED BALANCING 

• WHEEL ALIGNING AVAILABLE 


& TRUCK GUARANTEE" 

• CUSTOM WHEELS 
WESTER* • SEYSTOKE • AMERICA* 
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873-7442 

115 S. MAIN • BISHOP 
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932-7741 
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With cool , natural fruit 
juices or some delicious 
ice cream from our 
freezer . We also have 
taste treats for hiking 
or hackpacking . 


cHolmes 
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WATER continued from p» 17 


ance. Several Inyo Water Commissioners in¬ 
dicated they might go along with that. But 
behind the scenes politicking caused them to 
have some second thoughts. 

The strategy-ignorant coinifiissioners 
nearly fell for DWP's plan to buy time, 
hoping to delay the ordinance until the 
supervisors totally lose interest in it.’ 

Still hammering hard for an agreement, 
and for concessions from Inyo, Los Angeles 
officials arranged for a private meeting in 
L.A. City councilwoman Joan Flores was there 
along with some other top officials. Inyo 
Supervisors Wilma Muth and Johnny Johnson 
were there with Water Commissioners Cindy 
O'Connor and Harry Holgate. So much for the 
"firm" stand against more negotiations. 

DWP still wants very much to get in¬ 
volved in the groundwater studies proposed by 
the U.S. Geological Survey. Some Inyo Super¬ 
visors, only capable of focusing on dollar 
signs, want DWP to pay for part of the study. 

We asked former administrator Smith, 
a man very familiar with DWP's motives and 
hidden agendas, what he thinks of DWP contrib¬ 
uting to the study. His comments follow: 

"I think it’s a serious mistake if the 
county allows the City of Los Angeles to put 
cash dollars into that study. They should be 
joining with the City of Los Angeles to pres¬ 
sure the Department of Water Resources of Cal¬ 
ifornia to come up with the needed match money 
for the USGS study. The study should be done 
by the USGS and the Department of Water Re¬ 
sources ...funding the total cost of the study. 

"The USGS and DWR, since it is the re¬ 
sponsibility of the state, they should fund and 
do the study strictly on their own as far as 


the financial responsibility is concerned. " 

We asked Smith why he thinks DWP should 
not contribute money to these studies. He 
replied, "Well, if DWP contributes any amount 
of money...$100,000 or $200,000 toward this 
study, I think it goes without saying that the 
city would have a large control over how the 
study is made, how the study is written, and 
what the impacts of the study would be on the 
valley. And I don't think that kind of control 
over that study is in anybody's interest but 
the City of Los Angeles.' _. So we shouldn't 
allow the city to have any financial contribu¬ 
tion, and hopefully by not allowing that they 
wouldn't have any control over the outcome of 
that report . " 

But what about immediate action on water 
issues? Smith had some comments on that, too. 

"Right now the county should make it 
clear that they're going to pursue their E1R 
on the groundwater ordinance to its completion. 
Then they should adopt it and have the ordin¬ 
ance in effect full force by next spring so 
they can catch all of the pumping permits in 
that time. 

"They should also pursue this USGS study 
anyway they can to get it started, as long as 
it's funded by USGS and DWR or any state and 
federal agencies that have the money. They 
should get that five-year study started so 
that eventually we will have a complete comp¬ 
rehensive study of this groundwater basin. 

Those are the main thrusts that the county of 
Inyo should pursue at this point." 

Again, strong words from a proven leader. 
But whether anyone in county government now will 
choose to listen remains to be seen. 
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A most unique experience in dining, dancing, lounging. 


One of summer’s 
gooI pleasures 


You know the good life. And there’s a place 
where you [can enjoy it even more. We 
deliver the first-class treatment you’ve 
come to expect. Relax in our intimate cocktail 
loungei Taste the finest beef. 

We canlhandle your meetings and 
private parties. 

The good life is getting better than ever. Come 
see for yourself and bring your friends to 
the beautiful..'. 


■ Bishop, off Highway 395. Turnoff on Lower Rock Creek 
Road. 12 miles north of Bishop. Phone (714) 387-2370 

• LI VE 'ENTERTAINMENT WEEKENDS " 1 



124 No. Main St. 


(714) 872-2211 
BISHOP. CA 93814 


(7V/f 7 TJl Hoover Vacuums 

ULOdi^VTl t LOOV8 sales, Service 

1240 N. MAIN. BISHOP 
873-5406 


WALK PROUD/ 

.. .on a new floor 7 
from Modern Floors! / 

CARPET • LINOLEUM • TILE 
HARDWOOD FLOORS/ 

COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL FLOOR REMODELING 
Tonopah, Mono County, Southern Inyo 
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SOME EYESIGHT (READ FORESIGHT) PROBLEMS IN THE 
BOARDROOMS/ TALK OF A MONO JUDICIAL RECALL QUIETS/ 
LONE PINE SOFTBALL PLAYERS GET LEFT IN THE DARK 


Benett 

Kessler 


"WHERE THERE IS NO VISION, THE PEOPLE 
PERRISH." So says the proverb. Some of Inyo- 
Mono ' s myopic leaders better get some glasses 
to help them see beyond the next five minutes 
or even the next election. 

There are few moments of clarity in the 
supervisorial chambers --very few. History 
shows that men of vision lead people to a 
better life. Shortsighted men lead them right 
off a cliff. 

Both Inyo and Mono Counties may face dev- 
estating water problems in the future. The 
time to deal with the potential devestation is 
now. Even DWP has more foresight than the so- 
called leaders of these two counties. It's 
just that the L.A. motive is greed. 


*★**★**★ 

LET THERE BE LIGHT? Well, according to 
some angry softball players, the Lone Pine 
Lions Club would only allow light on their own 
ball games one night not too long ago. Our 
sources tell us that the Lone Pine Merchants 
and Wilder Electronics teams were hot and 
heavy into a game. It was the last inning, 
the Merchants were at bat, bases were loaded, 
and there was one out. But dusk had arrived. 
The teams wanted to turn on the ball field 
lights put in by the Lions Club. But we are 
told that some Lions showed up to play and in¬ 
sisted that they be the first to swing the 
bat under the new lights. With many a grumble 
the two teams left and had to finish their 
game the next day. 

Ah, brotherhood. 


HAS SOMEONE IN WASHINGTON ordered the 
bureaucrats of the nation to behave as dog¬ 
matically as they possibly can? The bureaus 
have always mechanistically carried out their 
regulations. But in the past year, their 
fascination with detail and petty power trips 
have turned to seeming madness. 

In Inyo and Mono, Forest Service officials 
insist on having it their way, using convenient 
regulations to back up their bureaucratic do¬ 
main. The Tunnel Meadows Airstrip located near 
Lone Pine in a wilderness area should remain 
open. And now it looks as though it will after 
much expensive haggling with the Forest Service. 
The Forest Service gravel pit near Mammoth 
should go. It seems the Forest Service even 
contradicts itself... preserving the natural 
beauty in one place, sinking a gravel pit in 
the midst of a meadowland in the next. 

The U.S. government should have turned over 
federal acres to the Western states to start 
with. But someone back in Washington must have 
known how valuable all of these timber lands 
and minerals would be one day. 


★★*****★ 

WHAT HAPPENED TO THE BIG KL-CALL Judge 
Harry Roberts scheme? A number of Mammoth 
attorneys, unhappy that word of their plans 
had leaked out, have talked strategy over 
such a possibility. But it is believed that 
they have no definite intentions for moving 
ahead. One of the problems --who will take 
Harry's place? The lawyers apparently found 
no good answer. Lawyers talked about these 
judicial hopefuls: County Counsel Neil Van 
Winkle, Judge Bill Murano, and maybe D.A. 

Ed Denton. 

All of the re-call talk start'd wn<-n 
news got out about the recommendation toi 
censure of Roberts by the State Supreme 
Court. 

We hear some Mammoth lawyers refused 
to have anything to do with the re-call of 
Harry Roberts, a Bridgeport institution. 

*★★**★** 


EVER NOTICE how something awful happens 
when seemingly decent, intelligent people take 
office? Before they are voted in or gain ap¬ 
pointment to office, some people seem to have 
courage, they know what's what and then they 
sit on a board and the spineless politician 
syndrome takes over. They're afraid of the 
truth, don't want to offend anyone, don't 
want to think for themselves. Now, this 
doesn't happen to all politicians, just 95%. 


IS THEKE A SPECIAL SCHOOL where bureau¬ 
crats learn how to speak a different language? 
Somehow they've come up with a whole new set 
of words for plain old English. Makes it 
kind of hard to know what they're talking 
about, but maybe that's the idea. 

Some of my favorite examples of bureau- 
cratese: precipitation event (better known as 
rain or snow), implementation (that means do 
something), tire hazard engineer (you know, 
the guy that fights f i res) , publ 1 c intormatioi, 
specialist (he's the one who uses all the 


continued next paye 
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See Hi-Mountairr 
Rentals, the only 
Jartran rental out¬ 
let in Inyo-Mono. 



Plus a complete line 
of garden and dom¬ 
estic tools rented 
by the hour, day, 
week or month. 


1 Hi-Mountain Rentals N 

*873-4924 2587 W. Line Bishopjf 
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CANCER SOCIETY 


bureaucratese when reporters call up for a 
news story.) ******** 


. . MAY THE NEWS IN YOUR DAY BE GOOD NEWS 
EVERY DAY... 





Manufacturing 
Jeweler I 

Custom Wedding Rings 
Ring Sizing * 


Gifts! 


We Buy Jewelry 


i DIAMONDS! 
GOLD ] 

SILVER! 

COINS 1 , 

Jewelry Repairing j 

Often while you wait | 

873*6980 


|-- 

Don Leake Co. 


North Main, Bishop 


‘Welcome to ti\e&lortnan<ty' c Inii... 
ati experience in fine diqiqg 

* 

Coq au^iti avec 

Champignon 

Half a chicken, roasted in its own 
mushroom and wine sauce... 
served with au gratin potatoes 

c Prime %ib 

Bedded in rock salt and roasted to 
perfection 

G Scampi G Far‘ci 

and c Top Q Sirloiti 

Steak, charbroiled as you like it, 
combined with large shrimp, 
stuffed with our special seafood 
blend, sauteed in wine, butter and 
herbs 

Escargots a la Bourguignonne 
Quiche Lorraine 
Marinated Herring 
Oysters on the Halfshell 
a la Normandy 


Cocktails 5pm 
Dinnerfrom 5:30 
Open 7 days 

Lake Dr« 

Just oft US 395,’ 
at Long Valley Turnoff 
Two miles south of r 
Mammoth Lakes Airport I 
Telephone: (714) 935-4406» 














































































THE 

SOLUTION 

SOLUTION! 

Make your own color 

prints... faster... easier. 

Color enlargement processing is easier than ever 1 

• Excellent color 

• Just one ready-mixed processing 
solution 

• No fussy temperature control 

• Compact printmaker. Keeps KODAK 

your hands dry during Swr- 

processing Hk aI 

Come see these exciting cotor printmaking system' 

new products! 

PHILLIPS CAMERA HOUSE 

186 No. Main Street 
Bishop, California 

872-4211 










TOWARD 



SENSIBLE 
GROWTH 


We place no more faith in the "experts" than anyone else, but the economists do 
seem to be making some kind of sense when they say a "healthy econorny" shows a 
growth rate of about 5%. We won’t argue with that. But then by that standard, 
Inyo and the Eastern Sierra is not all that "healthy." We're not exactly stag¬ 
nating, but we're not growing. Why? -Because we may be putting too much confi¬ 
dence in a single-base econorny: tourism. If we are to look toward a "healthy" 
economic future we must begin now to attract industry - non-polluting industry 
that will p'rovide jobs and a broader tax base. Our officials should act now, 
cooperating with and encouraging industrialists looking for a home base. Inyo 
should be working toward sensible growth. 


Sir... CAL-TRON top. 

_ BISHOP 873-8491 J 
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